Methodological problems in the assessment of nurse-midwifery practice.
Through a review of the past 30 years' literature that addresses the structure, process, and outcomes of nurse-midwifery care, the limitations inherent to the study of nurse-midwifery are identified. The need for a prospective study that represents the diversity of nurse-midwifery practice patterns and incorporates an appropriate control group is acknowledged. Difficulties inherent in the design and statistical analysis of such a study are discussed.